Lactobacilli - bacteria-host interactions with special regard to the urogenital tract.
Lactobacilli are part of the commensal human mucosal flora. Their application as probiotics in dairy products such as yoghurt has increased during the last century since a health promoting effect has been reported. Much work has been done to study the effects of these bacteria on the immune system and epithelial cells, mainly focused on the intestinal mucosa as the field of first contact. This review is aimed to present and discuss results concerning interactions of lactobacilli and immune system or epithelial cells with focus to urogenital mucosa.